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 About 300 non-profit housing corporations

 2.2 million houses, 4 million people

 Low income only:

● Single / one parent households

● High percentage with migration 
background

● High percentage with health and 
other issues

Social housing in the Netherlands
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 Climate change adaptation

 Human health

 Biodiversity

 Environmental justice

Why Nature-Based Solutions?
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Are NBS an option in social housing?
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 No money

 Limited space

 People with little 
resilience

 Green space has low 
priority
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 Knowledge is developed in a 
real life situation

 Users are aware of their 
participation in research 

 No rigid research design: 
participants co-produce 
tailored sub-projects

 Results: case studies, scalable 
advice

Living lab method
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 Residents in social housing tend to have 

little trust in institutions: no show

 They feel little ownership of the shared 

green spaces

 Involvement in garden redesign is needed 

to make gardens more useful for the 

residents

 A longer period and different 

communication tools are needed to win 

their trust and involve them in the process

Lessons learned from Living lab 1
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Lessons learned from Living lab 2
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Basic model

Luxury model

Middle model
Low budget solutions 
are needed



 Redesign for an inner garden in a social housing block with a 

vegetated swale, flowers for pollinators, trees as cool spots

 Housing corporations and landscaping firms lack knowledge of NBS

 Simple tool needed for calculating water capacity of a design

Lessons learned from Living lab 3

11



Excel tool calculating water management options for a garden
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10 NBS solutions compatible with social housing
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 Information

 Exercises

 Discussion

Two-day NBS course for housing corporations
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 NBS have the potential to improve living 
conditions in social housing neighbourhoods

 NBS can be realized in the Dutch social housing 
context but conditions are:

● sufficient investment of time in involving 
residents

● affordable and technologically mature 
measures

 Interest in NBS is rising among housing 
corporations

Conclusions
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Thank you

Our project website for housing 

corporations (in Dutch):

https://www.wur.nl/nl/show/Prettig-

Groen-Wonen.htm

Contact: Judith.klostermann@wur.nl

Robbert.snep@wur.nl
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